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6680-CE-173 - Application by Wisconsin Power and Light Company to Construct up to 
200 MW of Wind Generation to be Called Bent Tree Wind Farm, in Freeborn County, in 
South Central Minnesota 

The Commission approved the Final Decision and directed it be signed by the Secretary to the 
Commission on behalf of the Commission. 

Start-up Funding for Intervenors 

The Commission considered a recommendation to change how it awards intervenor 
compensation. 

The Commission may provide some of the intervenor compensation funds as seed money in 
order to allow intervenors to participate earlier in Commission proceedings. 

The Commission directed staff to produce a list of pending proceedings, early in each fiscal year, 
to be considered for awarding seed money. Intervenors will then be invited to submit requests 
for seed money, and the Commission will make its selections among the competing requests. 

5-EI-148 - Investigation on the Commission's Own Motion Regarding Advanced 
Renewable Tariff Development 

1-IC-409 - Application for Intervenor Compensation Filed by RENEW Wisconsin for 
$10,700 to Participate in Docket 5-EI-148 

Request for Supplemental Intervenor Compensation Filed by RENEW Wisconsin for 
$8,900.88 

The Commission approved the request for supplemental intervenor compensation filed on behalf 
of RENEW Wisconsin, awarding the amount of $8,900.88, for participation in docket 5-EI-148. 

The Commission directed the Gas and Energy Division to draft an order consistent with its 
discussion. 

5-GF-187 - Smart Grid Grant Proposals from Wisconsin 

The Commission directed staff to draft a letter of support to the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) for all of the federal Smart Grid grant applications being filed on behalf of Wisconsin 
utilities and cooperatives. 
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Memorandum 

June 24,2009 

FOR CONIMISSION AGENDA 

TO: The Commission 

FROM: Robert Norcross, Administrator %d 
Robert Bauer, Rate Analyst gel3 
Gas and Energy Division 

Sarah Klein, Administrator K- 
Gordon Grant, Assistant Administrator 
Division of Administrative Services 

RE: Investigation on the Commission's Own Motion Regarding 5-EI-148 
Advanced Renewable Tariff Development 

Application for Intervenor Compensation Filed by RENEW 1 -1C-409 
Wisconsin for $1 0,700 to Participate in Docket 5-EI-148 

Suggested Minute: The Commission (approved/modifiedldenied) the request of RENEW 
Wisconsin for Supplemental Intervenor Compensation of $8,900.88 for its Participation 
in docket 5-EI-148. 

Background 

On January 29,2009, RENEW Wisconsin (RENEW) submitted a request that the 

Commission approve funding of $10,770 for intervention compensation (IC) in the above docket. 

RENEW proposed to participate in docket 5-EI-148, in part, by working with Citizens' Utility 

Board (CUB) and Clean Wisconsin as Joint Public Intervenors (JPI) to provide the Commission 

with information and expert comments on the economic, environmental, and public interest 

issues associated with this investigation. The Commission approved $8,940, including $3,150 

for legal services of Cullen, Weston, Pines & Bach (CWPB); $4,590 for consulting services of 

L&S Technical Associates, and $1,200 for expenses of Mr. Michael Vickerman in its order dated 

February 24,2009, in the above dockets. 



In its application for supplemental intervenor compensation of $8,900.88 for its 

participation in docket 5-EI-148, RENEW states that its original request for IC did not anticipate 

requests for the kind of supplemental information and guidance beyond the scope of work 

initially identified based on its understanding of the original Notice of Investigation. The 

original award has been exhausted. 

RENEW's points out that its involvement in this docket has continued beyond the 

comment deadline specified in the Notice of Investigation. RENEW responded to a Commission 

staff request for clarification in regard to its position that the Commission has the authority to 

compel utilities to purchase renewable electricity above and beyond what was specified in 2005 

Wisconsin Act 141 (Act 141). RENEW and its partners also commented on the Commission's 

Briefing Memorandum, which discussed six key issues and outlined several courses of action 

that the Commission could take on each issue. A RENEW summary of the actual costs it 

incurred for work performed between February 17,2009, and June 15,2009, is shown below: 

Intervention Category Amount 
Technical - L&S $ 977.50 
Legal - CWPB 6,723.38 
Intervention Management - RENEW 1,200.00 
Total $8.900.88 

Commission Alternatives 

Commission staff offers three alternatives for the Commission to consider regarding this 

application: 

Alternative One: The Commission could approve RENEW's full request of $8,900.88 if 

it believes that RENEW's involvement beyond its initial comments provided another valuable 

perspective on the issues it addressed in this proceeding. 

Alternative Two: The Commission could approve RENEW's request for intervenor 

compensation but modify the amount, to eliminate costs associated with Commission staffs 



Alternative Two: The Commission could approve RENEW'S request for intervenor 

compensation but modify the amount, to eliminate costs associated with Commission staffs 

request for a clarification to support its position that the Commission has the authority to compel 

utilities to purchase renewable electricity above and beyond what was specified in Act 141. 

Alternative Three: The Commission could deny RENEW'S request for intervenor 

compensation. The Commission could choose this alternative if it believes the original amount 

of intervenor compensation granted was adequate. 

Intervenor Compensation Fund Status 

The Commission has a total of $742,500 available for intervenor compensation awards in 

FY 10. Besides this request from RENEW for $8,901, there is a pending request from the 

Coalition For Wisconsin Environmental Stewardship for $3 1,425 in the Glacier Hills wind park 

docket 6630-CE-302. If the Commission fully funds both requests a total of $702,174 will be 

available between now and June 30,201 0. Attachment 1 provides information on FY 10 

requests to date. 
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